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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

HURRICANE SANDY OFFERINGS 

by Annette Kakimoto (Assistant Pastor) 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it;  
if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

 – I Corinthians 12:26 

It is now December, and we are 
busily shifting our attention to the 
celebrations of Christmas. But in 
October of this year, one natural 
disaster captivated our attention and 
our sympathies as we saw the 
widespread devastation of Hurricane 
Sandy. This gigantic super storm 
slammed into the USA and also parts 
of the Caribbean (Cuba, Haiti, etc.) 
with a force and fury unlike any other 
storm. The Insurance Journal 
reported this was the second 
costliest storm in U.S. history after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

Your generosity and kindness for people in dire need is 
remarkable. We are grateful to the Lord and you that GVBC 
collected and distributed: 

� $3,075.00 to Samaritan’s Purse 

� $2,236.05 to One Great Hour of Sharing with our 
American Baptist denomination 

We chose Samaritan’s Purse 
because it was one of the first 
early responders to the storm. 
We also then directed funds to 
the One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) because this will 
provide ongoing, long-term relief 
aid to the hundreds of churches 
and families in the months and 
years ahead. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

A woman walks past a cabana complex 
pulled off its foundation on the beach in 

Sea Bright, N.J., Nov. 19 (Associated 
Press Photo taken by Seth Wenig. Photo 

taken from Insurance Journal website, 
Dec. 4, 2012) 

(Photo courtesy of First Baptist Church, 
New Brunswick, N.J. Fire Department 

taken from American Baptist Home 

Mission Societies website, Nov. 2, 2012) 
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FAITHFUL PRAYER WARRIORS AND 

TUESDAY VOLUNTEERS 

We need volunteers to receive immediate prayer 
requests and also need volunteers to pray for our 
pastoral staff. 

Volunteers also needed for Tuesday mornings for a 
couple of hours to answer the phone, take messages, 
and maybe do some simple tasks while the staff has its 
weekly staff meetings. 

For more information and to sign up, please fill out the 
flyer on the Narthex counter or call the office. 

If you had signed up in 2012, please re-sign for 2013. 

DEADLINE to sign up is December 30. 

In these uncertain times, we never know 
when and where a catastrophe, either 
natural or man-made, will occur. But it can 
definitely help to have a system in place 
which can be immediately activated 
whenever a disaster occurs in the USA or 
internationally. And so, GVBC has now 
established contacts with our American 
Baptist headquarters. If it is an international 
disaster, we will partner with International 
Ministries and its field associates. If it is 
USA-based, it will be coordinated with 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
(ABHMS). 

For example, ABHMS released over $60,000+ to assist with emergency 
housing and disaster-related supplies in ABCUSA regions such as New 
Jersey, Connecticut, Maine, Pennsylvania, metro New York, etc. (Sandy 
destroyed or damaged more than 72,000 
homes and businesses in New Jersey alone, 
and killed 125 people in the USA and 71 in the 
Caribbean.)  GVBC has designated a portion 
of our Hurricane Sandy funds to go to USA-
based needs and churches. 

We will seek to investigate where and how 
GVBC can best contribute to emergency relief, 
using both our American Baptist connections 
and other Christian agencies. We desire to be 
good stewards of the funds you entrust to 
GVBC for disaster-related needs. We thank 
the Lord for your gifts of giving to bless and 
bring healing to others in their time of need! 

(Hurricane Sandy Offerings Continued from page 1) 

Photo courtesy of Toms River (N.J.) Fire 
Department (picture taken from 

American Baptist Home Mission 

Societies website, Nov. 2, 2012) 

 

Photo courtesy of Toms River (N.J.) Fire 
Department (picture taken from 

American Baptist Home Mission 

Societies website, Nov. 2, 2012) 
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Christmas Sunday December 23 

English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Community Hall 

Pastor Steve Langley 
Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary  
Pastor Eiji Osato 

Series: THIS Changes Everything 
LOVE Changes Everything 

Bring your Advent Conspiracy Boxes 

December 9 
English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 

Community Hall 
Pastor Chris Koga 
Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary  
Pastor Eiji Osato 

Series: THIS Changes Everything 
JOY Changes Everything 

December 16 
English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 

Community Hall 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda 

Nichigo:  Baptism Service 
10:45 a.m. 
Sanctuary  

Pastor Eiji Osato 
Series: THIS Changes Everything 

PEACE Changes Everything 

Monday, December 24 
11:00 p.m. 

English & Nichigo 
Community Hall 

During this candlelight service 
we will take communion 
together. At the end of  the 
service we will light our candles 
then sing Silent Night. 

Monday, December 24 
English & Nichigo 

6:00 p.m. 
Community Hall 

This candlelight service is geared toward 
families with children. The Women’s Choir 
will greet you with Christmas carols in the 
Narthex as you enter the church. A 
Christmas story will be read to the children. 
We will light our candles at the end of  the 
service then sing Silent Night 

Bilingual Christmas Celebration 

Saturday, December 15, 5:00 p.m. 
Community Hall 

This is a bilingual evangelistic event 
for non-churched Japanese speaking 
college students and young adult who 
have never come to church. There will 
be food, game, prize, great music, 
and Christmas message. 

Sunday, December 30 
English: Baptism services 

8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Both in the Sanctuary  

Nichigo: 
10:45 a.m., 

Room 218/220 
Pastor Eiji Osato 
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REAL CONTENTMENT 

PROFILE OF MICHIO ANDREW NAGATA 

BY KATHY AISO 

A deeper personal relationship with God led 
to the start of  Michio Andrew Nagata’s 
journey to ultimate fulf illment and 
contentment.  “I feel fulf illment and have the 
assurance that God is with me which gives 
me peace and happiness,” he beams. 

MATERIALISTIC AND AWAY FROM GOD 

As Michio compared his life to almost a 
decade ago, he noted he was fulf illed in his 
career, but he was also materialistic and felt far 
away f rom God’s peace. In 2007, Michio earned a 
MBA f rom Webster University and was working for 
an authoritative marketing research company. 
Michio found the challenges of  work a joy. It was 
also the time his father was f reed f rom his sense of  
guilt to his son. It forced him into adapting to 
different cultures in the U.S. and Japan as well as 
the academic burdens resulting f rom it. 

IF I REPENT AND DO GOOD, GOD WILL ACCEPT ME 

Although Michio found joy in working, he found 
another desire — to live in God’s will, not his own 
will. Also, he started seeking to dwell in God and He 
in him. Being a Christian, Michio sought spiritual 
guidance through the Episcopalian Church. 
Recalling two commandments about “Loving the 
Lord your God with all your heart” and “Loving your 
neighbor as yourself ,” Michio started praying for his 
co-workers and their families as well as seeking 
repentance about his sins.  “If  I’m repenting and 
good, I’ll be accepted by God,” Michio thought. 

SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING DEEPER 

As Michio attended the Episcopalian Church during 
2004-2009, he noticed something was missing — a 
deeper relationship with Christ and his brothers and 
sisters as the Bible teaches. Although the church 
services had Scripture readings, which were 
prayers f rom the Bible, Michio started to seek 
something deeper. Through the invitation of  his 
father’s colleague, who has been attending GVBC, 
Michio began attending the Nichigo service with his 
parents. 

DEPRESSED AND MENTALLY EXHAUSTED 

The year was 2009 and the U.S. was in a great 
recession. Af ter his position was eliminated, he 
spent 2009-2010 f reelancing. However, he went into 
a deep depression. During this time, he started 
having nightmares. Af ter going to a job fair, he was 

“Christ is the only way for contentment and peace!”  
— Michio Nagata 

mentally exhausted. His heart began 
pounding as he attempted to drive a few 
blocks away. He had to park his car many 
times to rest on his way to his home until his 
heartbeat returned to its normal rhythm.  “I 
felt as if  my body was falling apart,” Michio 
recalled. 

DIRECT ENCOUNTER WITH GOD 

God reached out to him that night. It was 
around 8:00 p.m. as he slept in the living room 
where there was a wooden cross on the wall. While 
half  asleep, Michio felt and saw a strong light 
coming f rom the cross. The force of  the light was so 
strong, he felt his soul being pulled away f rom his 
f lesh in an unprecedented sense of a vacuum. As 
his soul was looking down on his body, which was 
on the couch, God gave him a distinct message 
through his mind, “It’s not the time for your life to 
end.” 

Instantly, Michio’s soul jumped back into his body. 
As his soul reunited with his body, he began 
screaming and he fell off the couch onto the f loor. 
This alarmed his mother. As Michio told his mother 
what had transpired, his mother was reassured he 
was unhurt and surprised he had experienced a 
direct communication f rom God. 

BORN AGAIN 

At midnight, Michio prayed and repented to God 
about his lack of faith and trust in Him. As Michio 
asked for forgiveness, the darkness, which the 
depression brought, completely disappeared. 
“Immediately I felt encouraged,” he conf irmed. “At 
that moment, my acceptance of  Christ became 
genuine and I was born again.” 

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

For the f irst time in Michio’s life, God became real. 
He began feeling the increasing presence and 
power of  the Holy Spirit. Michio began regularly 
attending GVBC and he became active in Nichigo. 
He was saved and grew spiritually through Pastor 
Bunso Otani’s sermons. Af ter Pastor Bunso’s 
retirement, he was ministered to by Pastor Eiji 
Osato. In addition to Pastor Osato’s strong 
compassionate sermons, his “Daily Reading” sent to 
the congregation through email, f inally gave him an 
answer which was given by God through his prayers 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Letters to our church family 
� Dear Friends, Thank you for making it possible for the Senior Exercise 

Class to held at GVBC. May God continue to bless your various ministries. 
Paul & Kikuno Nakamura 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for honoring our father, Henry Hayashi 

[Sharon Shimazaki’s father, funeral service held on Nov. 11], with the 
beautiful tropical f loral wreath and for the many prayers. We celebrate his 
life knowing he had a heart for his Lord, Jesus Christ, and with wonderful 
memories. We have appreciated all your wonderful expressions of  love. 
Hank loved people and blessing others. We thank the Lord for the wonderful 
legacy of life he has left. With love and appreciation, Elsie and Family (the 
Hayashi, Tanaka, and Shimazaki families) 

� Dear Church Family, I want to thank you all for the beautiful f lowers you 

sent to my home. My surgery on November 19 went well and I’m now in 
recovery, but the process is going to a long and slow one. I feel I am getting 
better, but I realize it takes time for the brain to adjust. I probably won’t be 
back to teaching until next year. I am rejoicing in the goodness of the Lord 
daily! With much love, Ron Matsuda 

FAMILY NEWS 

through 2004-2009. Michio f inally found what he 
had been praying for all these years as he was 
ministered to by Pastor Osato’s “Scripture for the 
Day” with insightful and wise personal ref lections 
along with his brothers and sisters in the 
congregation. 

Born in Japan 

A native of  Yokohama, Japan, Michio grew up as 
an only child in a Christian home. Along with his 
parents, he attended the Episcopalian Church. 
Because his father was sent to the U.S. on 
business, Michio spent time as a child in Southern 
California, then returned to Japan at the age of  
nine. From age nine to 18, Michio lived in Japan. 

After graduating f rom high school in Japan, Michio 
decided to attend college here. In June 1997, 
Michio received his AS Degree in Business f rom 
El Camino College. Af ter transferring to Loyola 
Marymount University, Michio earned a BA 
Degree in Business/Marketing in 1999. He earned 
his Master of  Business Administration f rom 

(Michio Nagata Profile Continued from page 4) Webster University in 2007 while working with a 
market research f irm. With his belief in continuous 
education, learning and growth, he is currently 
taking one class at a time, studying new subjects 
in business. Throughout the years, Michio has 
worked at different aerospace and market 
research companies as well as f reelancing for 
eight years for an automotive design magazine. 

Today, Michio works in a distribution center in 
charge of food safety, as one of  his strengths is in 
reading and putting various U.S. Federal 
Regulations under various governmental 
bureaucratic jurisdictions into operation. 

Christ is the only way 

Michio has never been more fulf illed and content. 
“Christ is the only way for contentment and 
peace!” he beams, referring to his current life. 

Although he is not rewarded in materialistic ways 
as he used to be, he continues to feel the steady, 
growing presence and power of  the Holy Spirit 
and God’s unconditional love. He is living the 
abundant life. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 
� Work Day & Christmas Decorating 

Saturday, December 15. We will decorate by setting 
poinsettias in the Community Hall and Sanctuary stage 
areas. Sign up by filling out the f lyer in the Narthex 
counter and put it in the Registration Box or just come 
and join us. 

� Bilingual Christmas Celebration 

Saturday, December 15, 5:30 p.m. (doors open at  
5:00 p.m.), Community Hall. Everyone is invited. 
Nichigo college group will hold this Christmas 
Celebration. It is an evangelistic event for non-
churched Japanese speaking people in this area, but it 
will be bilingual. The target group for this event is 
college students and young adults who have never 
come to church. If  you know of  any, please invite them 
and bring them. There will be food, games, prizes, 
great music, and a Christmas message. The Dec. 8 
bilingual worship service is cancelled due to this event. 
Contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

Leave GVBC on Friday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. 
return Sunday, December 23, approximately        
11:00 pm. [NOTE: A U.S. passport is required. 
Spanish is helpful, but not required]. Have you ever 
tried taking a cold shower without soap or shampoo?  
Try it sometime and you will know why we are 
collecting soap and shampoo samples all year long for 
the Mexico Missions' trips. If  you stay in a hotel and 
are able to donate your extra soap and shampoo, 
please bring them to the church office and label with 
“Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it next to Jan's desk in 
the off ice. God bless. Teresa Matsushima at 
treesaw47@gmail.com. 

� Christmas Sunday 

Sunday, December 23. Bring your Advent Conspiracy 
boxes to give your offering to the Lord by coming 
forward and putting your box on the communion table. 
Please convert your coins to cash or checks, if  
possible. [Checks payable to GVBC, subject line: “AC”] 

� Office Closed Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

and Wednesday, December 26. 
� PrimeTimer’s Imperial Valley Tour 

DEADLINE to pay and register: Sunday, December 

30. Tracing the History of  Japanese Americans in the 

Imperial Valley. Price includes admission to the 

Imperial Valley Pioneers Museum and much more. 

Date: Tuesday, February 5 to Wednesday, February 6. 
Cost: $283 per person (double), $358 (single), 

includes gratuities (make checks payable to GVBC 

with Imperial Tour in subject line). Prices based on 19-

29 passengers. If  we get more than 29, rate will be 

less per person. For info and to pay and register 

contact Keiko Imatomi in the Courtyard after services. 

~~ 2013 ~~ 

� Come Forward Communion & Prayer Service 

Sunday, January 6, 8:45 & 10:45 a.m. This is a time 

for the Pastoral Staff and Board of Deacons to pray for 

you. Individual communion will be taken and your 

prayer requests will be prayed for. 

� Winter Quarter Community Groups Startup 

Winter Quarter will run for 8 weeks, starting on 

Sunday, January 20 and ending on Sunday, March 10. 
Our groups provide genuine, loving relationships 

throughout and beyond the church. In Acts 2:42-47, 

the early Christians loved, learned and lived in 

community. These three same biblical values are what 

you’ll experience by being in one (or more) of  our 

many Community Groups. Each quarter we offer a 

wide variety of  groups who ref lect a diversity of ages, 
life stages, and needs. Groups are held in nearby 

homes or on our church campus. Registration will start 

Sunday, January 6 and go until Sunday, January 20 in 

the Courtyard. For more information contact Pastor 

Annette Kakimoto via the off ice or email her: 

Annette@gvbc.net. 

We are collecting during the month of  
December for the City of Gardena Food 
Pantry. 

Please leave your donated items in the 
brown box in the Narthex. A complete list of 

most needed items is available on the Narthex counter. 

PLEASE WATCH EXPIRATION DATES! 

We also are accepting checks (made out to 
GVBC with Food Pantry in memo line) or 
cash. 

Christmas Cookie Monster 

NEEDS Finger Foods 

Cookie Monster is hungry for f inger 
foods af ter our worship services on 
Christmas Sunday, December 23. 
Please bring your 
tasty creations to the 
kitchen BEFORE 8:45 

a.m. The Cookie Monster thanks you! 
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Issue 21 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 19. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 16. 

 

CALLING ALL MEDICAL PERSONNEL 

As our congregation ages, we have more medical 

emergencies during Sunday service. 

Pastor Steve wants to identify all GVBC medical 

personnel who are willing to be available, during 

Sunday services and other events held at GVBC, for 
triage. 

Triage would include giving first aid, calling 911, and 

waiting with the person until the paramedics arrive. 

If this is something you are willing to do, please email: 

� Teresa Matsushima at treesaw47@gmail.com with 
your name and medical title and experience. 

God bless you for your service. Teresa Matsushima 

 



┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Earl y Childhood  Direc tor, ext. 683 (pt)  

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

NOTE: Both English services in the Community Hall 
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 9 
Pastor Chris Koga ~ JOY Changes Everything 

 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 16 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ PEACE Changes Everything 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ LOVE Changes Everything 

 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve Services 
6:00 p.m. geared toward families with children 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 

 

Sunday, December 30, Baptism Service 
Both services in the Sanctuary 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


